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CARLISLE HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
  

Home of the Thundering Herd!                            Fall 2018 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I am pleased to report that we have had a smooth and successful start to the 2018-2019 school year. It’s hard to 

believe the end of the first marking period is just around the corner, however the students have transitioned nicely 

while being extremely active in the school community. 

There have been many exciting programs and extra-curricular events that have helped with the transition.  Starting 

with the 9th grade kick-off, our annual Jump Start event, athletic events, the first Coffeehouse of the new year, and 

marching band performances. We look forward to Homecoming and Mini-Thon as other events that will bring the 

students and staff together.    

As we continue to focus on student achievement, Carlisle High School launched the National Math and Science 

Initiative’s College Readiness Program (NMSI), during the 2017-2018 school year. Carlisle High School joined a 

network of more than 1,000 schools nationwide that have adopted the innovative program, which is dramatically 

increasing the number of students succeeding in rigorous Advanced Placement coursework in math, science and 

English.  I am excited to announce based on the data, Carlisle High School had a great year transitioning into this 

program, congratulations students and staff.  

2018 Carlisle AP Exam Highlights: 

The number of qualifying scores earned by students on math, science, and English AP exams increased by 62% 

(143 in 2017; 231 in 2018).  The national average is only a 7% year to year increase. 

Finally, as part of our annual reminder, the organization of the high school administration consists of one principal, 

four grade-level principals, a Director of the Center for Careers and Technology, a Director of Athletics and multiple 

department heads who are stationed throughout the high school complex.  Mr. Paul Wysocki is the associate 

principal in the Swartz building. He is assigned to 10th grade. Mrs. Cynthia Lupold is the associate principal in the 

McGowan building. She is the 12th grade principal. Dr. Patti Buffington is our 11th grade assistant principal. Mr. 

David Frey is our 9th grade assistant principal. Dr. Al Parrillo is our Director of the Center for Careers and 

Technology and Mr. George Null is our Director of Athletics. 

As the school year progresses, we will do our best to keep you informed about school-related activities, issues, 

students’ academic performance and achievements through: 

 newsletters from Carlisle High School 

 newsletters from the Guidance Office 

 report cards (every nine weeks) 

 progress reports (middle of each marking 

period) 

 the school newspaper – Periscope 

 updated postings on the District Website 

 electronic messages through our School 

Messenger System 

 

Thank you, 

Michael Black 

Principal – Carlisle High School 
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
Swartz Building 

240-6800, ext. 27805 

Mr. Paul Wysocki 

Associate Principal, Grade 10…………..….ext. 27812 

Mr. David Frey 

Assistant Principal, Grade 9……………...….ext. 27804 

Mrs. Christina Cook 

Instructional Coach……………….……..………ext. 27131   

Mrs. Keely McGeehan 

English Department Head Teacher……..…ext. 27115 

Mrs. Malinda Mikesell 

 Reading Supervisor ….…………………………ext. 27132 

 

McGowan Building 

240-6800, ext. 26835 

Mrs. Cynthia Lupold 

Associate Principal, Grade 12……………….ext. 26802 

Dr. Patricia Buffington 

Assistant Principal, Grade 11……………….ext. 26812 

Mrs. Heather Bosnyak 

World Language/ELD Program Chair….. ext. 26135 

Ms. Kelly Brent 

Mathematics Program Chair ….…..………..ext. 26136 

Mrs. Ashley Gogoj 

Art Program Chair …………………..………….ext. 26006 

Mr. Byron Mikesell 

Music Department Head Teacher…………ext. 26008 
Mrs. Samantha Moyer 

Science Program Chair ……….………...........ext. 26882 

Mr. George Null 

Director of Athletics/Health & PE Program Chair        

………………………………………………………….ext. 26837 

Mr. Kevin Wagner 

Social Studies Program Chair......................ext. 26132 

 

Fowler Education Center 

240-6800, ext. 13805 

Mr. Michael Black 

Principal……………………………………........ext. 27802 

Dr. Albert Parrillo 

Director of Center for Careers & Technology 

 ……...…….……………………………..................ext. 13814 

Miss Stephanie Weimer 

Head Librarian………………………………...ext. 13808 

 

Swarner Mansion 

240-6800, ext. 17800 

Mrs. Rita Warren 

Director of Special Education…………….ext. 17814        
 

DATES FOR 2018-2019 

END OF MARKING PERIOD 

 Wednesday, October 24 
 Friday, January 11 
 Wednesday, March 20 
 Thursday, May 30 

 

SCHOOL CLOSURES 

 In-Service – November 19-20 
 Thanksgiving Recess – November 21-26 

*Classes Resume November 27 
 Winter Recess – December 24-January 2 

 *Classes Resume January 3 
 Dr. Martin Luther King Day – January 21 
 In-Service – February 14-15 
 President’s Day – February 18 
 No School – March 15 
 Spring Recess – April 18-22 

 *Classes Resume April 23 
 In-Service – May 10 
 Memorial Day – May 27 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

 October 10 – PSAT Testing – 7:00 am 
 October 13 – Homecoming Dance – 7:00 pm - 

Swartz Gym 
 October 24 – End of Marking Period 1 
 October 27 – ACT Testing - 8:00 am 
 October 29 – 9th, 10th, 11th Grade Picture 

Retakes 
 November 2 – 1st Marking Period Report 

Cards Issued  
 November 3 – SAT Testing – Swartz Building 

- 8:00am 
 November 30 – 2nd Marking Period Interim 

Reports Issued 
 December 1 – SAT Testing – McGowan 

Building - 8:00 am 
 December 5 -  Parent Information Meeting – 

Fowler LGI - 7:00pm 
 December 8 – ACT Testing –Cumberland 

Valley HS - 8:00 am 
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FOWLER MEDIA CENTER 
Monday-Thursday 7:00 – 3:30 

Friday 7:00 – 3:00 

Visit the library pages under the Academics section on the Carlisle School District website to take advantage of all 

of the digital resources available to students at CHS.  To access the electronic resources outside of the CHS campus, 

most database passwords can be found in the Library Resources folder on the Share Drive, or you can stop in to see 

Miss Weimer.  PA Power Library does require a public library card to access resources from home. 

The Testing & Education Reference Center database has practice exams and study tips for the ASVAB, ACT, SAT, AP 

subject exams, and more.   

Celebrate Teen Read Week, October 7 – 13.  This year’s theme: It’s Written in the Stars!  Students can stop by each 

day to see what fun activities are happening in the library media center. 

Anyone interested in joining a quarterly book club either before school, or over lunches, should stop by and see 

Miss Weimer in the library for details. 

 

SUBSTITUTES NEEDED! 
 

Carlisle Area School District is seeking substitute teachers, substitute paraprofessionals and substitute nurses at 
the elementary, middle and high school levels. This is a perfect opportunity for individuals seeking flexible 
employment in a supportive environment.  For further information, please visit www.carlisleschools.org  Our 
District / Substitutes for requirements and the link to apply through Educational Staffing Solutions. 
 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT NEWS 

 

National History Day 2019: 

It is not too soon for students to begin thinking about creating an historical 

project for History Day.  This year’s National History Day theme is 
“Triumph & Tragedy in History.”  Interested students can acquire more 

information from their social studies teacher or see Mr. Wagner in the 

Social Studies Department Office (across from M201).  Students should 

mark their calendars now for the upcoming levels of competition: 

 

Local History Day   Carlisle High School  Saturday, January 26, 2019 

Regional History Day  Messiah College  Saturday, March 2, 2019 

State History Day  Carlisle High School  Fri/Sat, May 10 & 11, 2019 

National History Day  University of Maryland  Sun–Thurs, June 9-13, 2019 

http://www.carlisleschools.org/
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Model UN - NYC 2018-19 Team Announced: 

Once again, the Carlisle High School Model United Nations is in full swing.  This 

organization, chosen through application, is concerned with developing diplomacy, 

negotiating and debating skills in young people.  Schools are assigned countries to 

represent and must become actual ambassadors for their countries, learning their 

policies and governmental forms.  The highlight is a four-day conference in New 

York City with over 3,000 students from around the world (March 5-9, 2019).  

Over 60 students applied this year!  

 

This year’s team will be comprised of the following members: 

Emma Adgie, Hannah Alwine, Joseph Bourdon, Nick Bowman, Aaron Brewbaker, Ben Briggs, Ilyra Carlton, Brady 

Chilson, Jonathan Cox, Liam Crider, Delaney Crim, Joseph Dimino, Julia Dimino, Vera Erfle, Caitlin Fay, Cameron 

Fay, John Foster, Francis Frazier, Dominic Gearhart, Sophia Getty, Benjamin Goedhart, Olivia Gorak-Lacquement, 

Justin Harper, Max Haseman,  

Grace Hoffman, Salko Hrnjic, Adam Jackson, Ryan Jin, Lauren Klepp, Gabrielle Knapp, John Key, Morgan 

Leshniowsky, Graham Lively, Andrew Luzzatto, Ben Madio, Carter Martin, Samantha Martin, Ainsley Morton, 

Delaney Mullen, Maya Neiberg, Noah Patterson, John Peters, Karlin Powell, Michael Raphael, Kellan Ruf, Caroline 

Shatzer, Bennett Solomon, Lillian Sweeney, Mackenzie Thomas, Meg Ulrich, Lauren Waring, Lucy Winn, Ian Yencha. 

Please congratulate these students on being selected to this fine group.  The road ahead will be filled with much 

hard work and dedication, both after school and at home.  However, someday they will be the leaders of change 

and peace in an ever-changing world. 

 

And if you care to support the team, here is our next Model UN upcoming fundraiser date: 

 Chipotle – Noble Blvd. – December 5th – 5-9pm – 33% of your total check comes to Model UN 

 
 

9th Annual Carlisle Christmas Craft Show: 

 

Mark your calendars now to attend the largest Christmas Craft Show in the area!  On 

Saturday, November 3, 2018 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. over 230 vendors will be on hand at 

the high school complex to help you get a jump start on your holiday shopping.  There is 
sure to be something for everyone.  Besides great crafts, participants will have a chance to 

enter the raffle and win over 100 different prizes from the vendors raging in value from 

$10-$75.  The Culinary Arts students will also have the Café open serving wonderful 

breakfast and lunch treats.  And the Members 1st branch will be open the entire time to get 

that extra spending money!  Admission is free, so come out and support the CHS Model UN 

team while getting a “leg up” on your holiday shopping! 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://events.tennessean.com/event/detail/441787607/Annual_Christmas_Craft_Show&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwja_bHVt5nPAhVJ8j4KHXxGBnsQwW4IGjAC&sig2=_E2yykz5QTAQOXpG6QheAw&usg=AFQjCNFXw-gqpqBkU1yuEsh3eL5VcAOmTg
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Essay & Speech Competitions: 

Throughout the year, CHS receives notification of several essay and speech competitions available to students. 

Many have cash and scholarship prizes.  Our students have always done very well in these competitions, even 

winning at the national level!  These are posted on the social studies academic webpage and updated monthly.  

 

Rotary 4-Way Speech Contest (applications due by Friday, October 19, 

2018)  

Each year the local Rotary chapters sponsor this speech contest based on 

their 4-Way principles: Is it the truth?; Is it fair to all concerned?; Will it 

build goodwill and better friendships?; and Is it beneficial to all 

concerned?  All applications to participate are due to Mr. Wagner no later 

than Friday, October 19, 2018.  The actual local competition will take 

place at the CASD Administrative Offices on Wednesday, November 7, 

2018. 

https://www.carlisleschools.org/academics/subject/social_studies/rotary_international_-_speech___essay 

VFW Student Writing & Speech Programs (entries due by October 26, 2018 to Mr. Wagner) 

 Patriot’s Pen – Open to all 6th through 8th graders 
 Voice of Democracy – Open to all 9th through 12 graders 

https://www.carlisleschools.org/academics/subject/social_studies/v_f_w_essay_contests 

 

American Education Week Essay Contest: 

Each year the Carlisle Area School District sponsors an essay contest in connection with the National Educators 

Association’s American Education Week.  This year’s week is slated for November 12-16, 2018.  Students at the 

elementary, middle and high school levels are asked to submit an essay based on a particular question (see below).  

This year students may submit either an essay, poem, 

or multimedia presentation that addresses the essay 

prompt!  Winners receive a gift certificate to Whistle Stop 

Bookstore, a gold medal and a letter of recognition by the 

school board.  A formal recognition ceremony will be held 
on November 15th at 6 p.m. in the Fowler LGI to recognize 

all winners.  Interested students should contact their English or social studies teacher for more information or 

see Mr. Wagner, Social Studies Program Chair, in the Social Studies Office in McGowan (across from M-201).  All 

submissions must be received by your teacher no later than Monday, October 22, 2018 for consideration.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.carlisleschools.org/academics/subject/social_studies/rotary_international_-_speech___essay
https://www.carlisleschools.org/academics/subject/social_studies/v_f_w_essay_contests
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

 

 

Welcome to the CHS Science Department! 
 

Please read all of the following information carefully as there are many updates and/or changes to the department, science 

events, and other activities! As always, if you should have any questions, please feel free to contact either your child’s respective 

science teacher or Samantha Moyer, Science Program Chair, at moyers@carlisleschools.org  

 

 

 

We have many new faces at the high school teaching a variety of science courses.   Please read about each of 

the new staff members below: 

  

 

Richard Tootchen is currently teaching Honors Physics and Chemistry at CHS.  Richard 

received his Bachelor of Arts in Physics from Franklin & Marshall College and earned his 

Master’s Degree in Electrical Engineering from the University of Vermont.  He comes to 

use from Rowan University where he taught the Physics of Sound and Music. 

    

 

 

Mark Smeltz moved to the high school this school year after teaching more than 13 

years at Lamberton Middle School.  Mark is currently teaching Honors Anatomy & 

Physiology as well as Biology.  Mark received his Bachelors of Science degree in 

Biology from Lock Haven University.  

 

 

mailto:moyers@carlisleschools.org
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CHS welcomes back an alumna!  Audrey Wronski is a 2006 Carlisle graduate and is 

currently teaching Geo-Environmental Science.  Audrey received her Bachelor’s degree 

in Geoscience from Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, NY. Audrey recently 

obtained her Master’s Degree in Teaching from Shippensburg University. Audrey has 6 

years of experience in environmental consulting prior to joining the staff at CHS. 

  

 

 

Joy Kiefer is currently teaching Geo-Environmental Science in the Swartz Building.  

Joy attended Indiana University of Pennsylvania where she earned dual degrees in 

Geology and Earth & Space Science Education.  Joy is also working on her Master’s 

degree in Geosciences from Western Michigan University. She comes to us after 

working at Bryce Canyon National Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After having an extremely successful science fair season during the 2017-2018 school year, it is time to begin 

preparing for this year’s science competitions! Opportunity abounds for our science students!  Below is a list 

outlining the various science fairs and science related competitions in which students can participate at Carlisle 

High School.   

Students entering into the various fairs can receive medals, trophies, scholarships, and monetary awards. CHS 

students had a very rewarding year last year at these events and we certainly hope to have continued success this 

year! 

Please note: Students who participate in PJAS or CASEF every year will receive a check during their senior year of 

high school from these various science programs.  The money is based on years of participation, as well as the 

students’ award placement.  Students who participate every year during their high school years (or those who have 

participated since 7th grade) have the potential to earn a really nice lump sum of money during their senior 

year….and just for participating! Please talk about these opportunities with your child(ren). 

Please review the list below to acquire information about the various science competitions that are available for 

our student scientists! 
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1. CARLISLE AREA SCIENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CASAC):   

 Date: January 18th -20th, 2019* 

 local science fair (poster presentation) for 4th-12th grade 

 South Middleton School District will be hosting this year 

 Information AND registration for this event can be found on www.casac.us  

*Note: There is no snow make-up date for this event this year. 

 

2.  PENNSYLVANIA JUNIOR ACADEMY OF SCIENCE (PJAS): 
 Date: TBD – we will place this information in future newsletters since the date and location have 

not been released by PJAS at this time. 

 Regional science competition (an oral presentation plus judges’ questioning session) 

 Location: TBD 

 1st place winners may compete at the State PJAS. 

 

3. CAPITAL AREA SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING FAIR (CASEF): 
 Date: TBD 

 Regional science competition (poster presentation plus judges’ questioning session) 

 Location: Held at HACC 

 Grand champions can compete at the International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF) in May 

 

4.   PA JR. ACADEMY OF SCIENCE (PJAS):  
 

 Date: May 19th- May 21st, 2019 

 State-wide science competition (oral presentation plus judges’ questioning session) 

 Must receive a 1st at the regional PJAS to participate in this competition 

 Location: Penn State University, State College, PA.  

         5. ENVIROTHON:  

 Date: May 7th, 2019 

 Regional competition for students in the Envirothon Club 

 Winners at this event can move on to the State competition. 

 Location: TBD 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.casac.us/
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SCIENCE FAIR INFORMATION: 
Students will be receiving updates and announcements through Schoology regarding the 

science competitions and events.  Students should sign up for this Schoology Group using the 

access code given to them by their science teacher(s) if they are interested in participating in 

any of the following science competitions: 

- CASAC 
- PJAS (Regional & State) 
- CASEF 

The Science Fair Schoology group is not for posting comments, science fair project questions, or 
discussions.   Instead, this platform is intended to be a location where students are able to access all resources and 
materials for the various events.  If students have science fair related questions, they should ask their respective 
science teacher or contact a science fair coach.  Students and/or parents are not to post questions, concerns, or 
discussions to the Schoology group. Please remember that the purpose of this Schoology group is for the Science 
Department Chair and administrators to only post and share general information that may be accessed by 
interested student scientists and their parents.   

SCIENCE FAIR COACHES:  

The following teachers are the science fair coaches for the 2018-2019 school year:   

 Mr. Mark Smeltz (McGowan) 
 Mr. Daniel Campbell (McGowan) 
 Mrs. Allison Thumma (WMS) 
 Mrs. Ashley Johnston (LMS)  

 

ENVIROTHON TEACHERS: 

The science teachers in charge of the Envirothon Club, and the subsequent Envirothon competitions, are Mr. 

Robert Smetana (Swartz) and Mrs. Leslie Tritt (Swartz).  If your child has any interest in this competition and/or 

club, please see these teachers directly. 

 
SCIENCE FAIR CLUB OFFERED: 
 Due to the increased science fair participation at the high school, we will once again be offering the Science Fair       

Club to address required paperwork, requirements, rules, ideas, experiments, etc… 

The teachers in charge of this club are: Mr. Smeltz and Mrs. Schalles.  This club will be located in McGowan 25.  

 
SCIENCE FAIR POSTER BOARDS FOR SALE! 
The Bison Corner, our CHS school store, will be selling tri-fold display boards for the science fair!  You are 

responsible for purchasing these if you are participating in the science fair! These will not be provided to you. 

Please take a moment to stop by and purchase yours today! (The Bison Corner is located adjacent to the McGowan 

Gym.)  
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 DCNR Career Expo: 

The Pennsylvania Departments of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR), Environmental Protection 

(DEP) and Agriculture (PDA) will host a High School Environmental Career Expo on Oct. 24, 2018. 

Numerous science students, along with students from the Careers & Technology program, will be traveling 

to the Rachel Carson Building in Harrisburg, PA.  While there, DCNR staff will “present positions involved in 

managing PA’s state parks and forests and expanding outdoor recreation opportunities throughout the state. DEP 

staff will discuss programs involved in protecting PA’s air, land and water from pollution and ensuring citizen 

health and safety through a cleaner environment.  PDA staff will share information about PA’s Veterinary 

Laboratory and the role animal health diagnostics plays in protecting animal and human health, while Food Safety 

and Weights and Measures Inspectors will showcase their roles in consumer protection. The sessions that students 

will be partaking in during their trip include the following;  

A. Park Manager/DCNR Ranger; Environmental Education Specialist/ECO Camp (DCNR)  
B. Forester/Forest Technician; Maintenance and Trades (DCNR)  
C. Geology; Engineering; (DCNR)  
D. Recreation and Conservation (DCNR); Land Recycling & Brownfields Redevelopment (DEP)  
E. Water Quality; Oil and Natural Gas Program (DEP)  
F. Radiation Control (DEP); Pennsylvania Veterinary Laboratory (PDA)  
G. Food Safety; Weights and Measures (PDA) 

 
If you think your child would be interested in attending this amazing event, please have them speak to either their 

respective science teacher or to Mrs. Tracy Stritch. 

STEM SUMMIT: 

On October 30th & 31st, the freshmen class will be participating in the 4th  annual 

STEM Summit event.  This incredible event will immerse all freshmen in authentic and 

applicable Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematical (STEM) events.    

Students will be involved with the following sessions: 

                          

 MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

 CHEMISTRY EXPERIMENTS 

 CIVIL ENGINEERING 

 TRADES COMPETITION 

 PHYSICS EXPERIMENT 

 BIOLOGY EXPERIMENT 

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

 MATH COMPETITION  

 RELAY COMPETITION 

 WRAP UP & AWARDS 
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As you can see, this is a fast-paced, competitive, and fun day for all involved. Additional information will be sent 

home via SchoolMessenger prior to this event.  This is a great opportunity for students to learn about a wide 

variety of STEM related jobs!  

 

 

- NMSI:  
 
The Science Department had a second wave of teachers go through the Advanced Placement training 
funded by the National Math & Science Initiative.  Leslie Tritt & Robert Smetana were trained in 
Advanced Placement Environmental Science while Robert Urban went through Advanced Placement 
Physics.  We will hopefully be sending additional teachers this summer! 
 

- STEM ECOSYSTEM IN CENTRAL PA:  
 

Shani Schalles and Samantha Moyer 
were able to attend the newly 
formed STEM Ecosystem of Central 
Pennsylvania at the Capital Area 
Intermediate Unit (CAIU).  
Constituents from across the state 
came to learn about ways in which to 
foster and grow STEM programs 
around the area.  Government 
officials, teachers, professors and 
business & industry personnel were 
all a part of the discussion that 
occurred.  More will surely follow as 
the year progresses! 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT NEWS  

 

National English Honor Society  
The National English Honor Society will be inducting new members and installing officers at 7:00 AM on October 

3rd in the Fowler LGI. The NEHS focuses on literacy throughout the district and local communities. Activities 

include elementary outreach, middle and high school tutoring, and a holiday book drive benefiting local charities. 

 

Pandora’s Box 
Carlisle High School’s Literary Magazine, Pandora’s Box, will release their first issue in November.  Both current 

and former students are encouraged to submit their art and writing for consideration. For your reading pleasure, 

previous issues of Pandora’s Box can always be found at www.chspandorasbox.com. 

 

Oracle 
Carlisle High School’s Yearbook program, Oracle, is up and running for the 2018-2019 school year!  Feel free to 

check out Oracle’s latest news on Twitter: @CHS_Oracle and on Facebook: CHSOracle.  

 

Periscope 
For the latest student news and updates, check out Periscope, Carlisle High School’s Official Student News Site. In 

conjunction with its online platform, Periscope also offers an illustrated news magazine with feature 

articles.   Periscope is updated on a semi-daily basis and is accessible at www.chsperiscope.com, on Twitter: 

@CHSPeriscope, Instagram: @CHSPeriscope, and on Facebook: CHSPeriscope.  

 

Creative Opportunities 
For a number of creative opportunities, students should visit the CHS English Department’s Creative 

Opportunities webpage. If you are aware of any creative opportunities (locally or beyond), please email them to 
Mrs. McGeehan at mcgeehank@carlisleschools.org.  

 

 

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards are now accepting submissions. Students are encouraged to develop and 

refine pieces of writing to submit to the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards program.  A variety of submission 

categories are available, including but not limited to essays, poetry, journalism, scripts, and short story. For the 

complete category list and submission information, students should visit the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards 

webpage. For information specific to South Central Pennsylvania, visit the South Central Pennsylvania Affiliate 

webpage.  The district will pay the $5 fee for one individual submission and the $20 submission fee for a portfolio 

submission from any student who would like to submit work. Students/families are responsible for paying the 

submission fee for any additional entries students submit. If the student would like the district to cover the 

submission fee, submissions are due to English teachers by Friday, December 7. If the student intends to submit on 
his/her own and pay for the fee, submission forms are due to the contest by Tuesday, December 18 at 11:59 PM.   

http://www.chspandorasbox.com/
http://www.chsperiscope.com/
https://www.carlisleschools.org/academics/subject/english/creative_opportunities
https://www.carlisleschools.org/academics/subject/english/creative_opportunities
mailto:mcgeehank@carlisleschools.org
http://www.artandwriting.org/
http://www.artandwriting.org/
https://www.artandwriting.org/affiliate/PA004W/
https://www.artandwriting.org/affiliate/PA004W/
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National Day on Writing is October 20.   

Check out http://whyiwrite.us/ for more information and ways to get involved. 

 

Meet Our “Featured Teachers” 

 

Teacher: Ms. Amanda Kelley 

Grades: 9th and 10th  

Courses Taught: English I-II (9th-grade college preparatory) and English II-I (10th-grade career preparatory) 

Educational and Professional Experience: 

With both a passion for teaching and theatre, I graduated from HACC in 2009 with an Associate’s degree in 

Theatre-Performing Arts and then from Messiah College in 2012 with a Bachelor’s of Arts degree in English with 

Pennsylvania Teacher Certificate. I have been nurturing both of these passions ever since. Community theatre and 

theatre programs at the school in which I teach have been a big part of my life since graduating college. I have 

been serving as a public educator with Carlisle Areas School District since the spring of 2013 and have grown in 

this time through colleague collaboration, professional development and further education. In the past, I have 

worked with students both inside and outside the classroom in numerous ways. I served as the high school’s 

choreographer for their spring musical for two years while also advising theatre clubs throughout the school year 

in our high school’s club program. This year, I have been selected to be an advisor for a club dedicated to helping 

freshman make a smooth transition to high school. I am also part of our school’s Student Assistance Program 

(SAP), which helps students struggling with mental health and/or issues with drugs and alcohol to get the proper 

counseling and help they need. I have a passion for helping students far and wide and with both my willingness to 

serve and my drive to learn, I take pride in what I do each and every day.  

What are you currently reading for professional growth or pleasure? 

I am currently enrolled as a graduate student with Southern New Hampshire University where I will soon earn my 

Master’s degree in English and Creative Writing. Therefore, the most recent professional development texts I have 

been using to grow in my craft are those that are assigned in each course.  

What is your favorite book, poem, passage, quote, or author?  

I have many favorite books. My favorite classic novel to both read and teach is The Great Gatsby by F. Scott 

Fitzgerald. My current favorite YA book is The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas. My favorite quote that I model my life 

and career after is “Love what you do and do what you love,” said by famous and endearing author, Ray Bradbury.  

What do you enjoy doing outside of your school day?  

Outside of my school day, I enjoy doing all things outdoors. This ranges from long-term activities such as camping 

or going to the beach to short-term activities such as hiking, boating, kayaking, fishing, biking, walking, playing 

recreational sports. I love being outside as much as I can be.  

What are your students currently doing in class?  

My freshmen are currently studying a short story unit in which we further our understanding of basic literary 

concepts such as characterization, setting, thematic elements and literary devices. Middle school prepared 

students with basic knowledge about these terms and it is now my job to help students reach the level of analysis 

within those concepts that challenges their daily thinking and how they read a text. I believe it is my job as a high 

school English teacher to move beyond teaching students how to write and instead getting them to a place where 

they are writing to learn about the world around them. Every day, students are challenged with deeper thinking, 

http://whyiwrite.us/
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new terms and application of these terms to the level of analysis that stretches them beyond what they are used 

to.   

 

Teacher: Ms. Ellie Park 

Grade: 10th grade 

Courses Taught: English I (Option 1 and Option 2), AP Research  

 

Educational and Professional Experience: 

I graduated from Dickinson College in 2011 with a degree in English, Education, and Creative Writing. I was 

promptly hired at CASD, where I began teaching just three months after my graduation. In 2014, I successfully 

defended my Master’s thesis and earned a Master’s Degree in English Language and Literature from Wilson 

College. I have loved every minute of working at Carlisle, and one of the best opportunities that comes with this 

position has been in the realm of professional development. Through Carlisle, I have attended three Advanced 

Placement Summer Institutes, all of which have significantly grown me as an educator. Most exciting of all, this 

year I am participating in a Fulbright Teachers for Global Classrooms fellowship, which will culminate in travel 

abroad this spring to learn about global education. I also serve as the CAEA (union) president. 

What are you currently reading for professional growth or pleasure? 

I just finished Tara Westover’s Educated and will be reading Jesmyn Ward’s The Men We Reaped next. For 

professional growth, I am reading Naked Statistics by Charles Wheelan to help support my AP Research students 

through the difficult statistical analysis they’ll be doing soon. 

What is your favorite book, poem, passage, quote, or author?  

My favorite book is probably Exit West by Mohsin Hamid. My favorite passage, though, is probably this one from 

Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn Ward: “I will tie the glass and stone with string, hang the shards above my bed, so that 

they will flash in the dark and tell the story of Katrina, the mother that swept into the Gulf and slaughtered. Her 

chariot was a storm so great and black that Greeks would say it was harnessed to dragons. She was the murderous 

mother who cut us to the bone but left us alive, left us naked and bewildered as wrinkled newborn babies, as blind 

puppies, as sun-starved newly hatched baby snakes. She left us a dark Gulf and salt-burned land. She left us to learn 



 

 15 

to crawl. She left us to salvage. Katrina is the mother we will remember until the next mother with large, merciless 

hands, committed to blood, comes.” 

What do you enjoy doing outside of your school day?  

Outside of the school day, I spend most of my time with my children. I facilitate a “Forest School” for toddlers, 

which my two children – Zoe (4) and Xander (2) – love. We spend a lot of time outdoors as a family, and my 

children have a great love for creek stomping and hiking. We also do a lot of reading and reflecting. 

What are your students currently doing in class?  

Today, my ninth graders are analyzing dimensions of setting in texts. In ninth grade, we introduce new dimensions 

of setting that go beyond “where and when” that is the standard focus. Therefore, when freshman are working with 

the poem, “They Will Say” by Carl Sandburg, they are interpreting not just the surface-level of the setting, but also 

the deeper layers – we label them, spatial, temporal, social, and psychological – of that setting. Because they’re 
currently studying the Industrial Revolution in Social Studies class, this lesson can become somewhat inter-

disciplinary, and they can thread their powerful history lessons into their literary analysis in here. In the end, they 

will determine not just what the theme of this poem is, but how its setting shapes and influences that theme, 

performing really powerful thinking and writing! 

My AP Research students are in the midst of constructing their Professional Discourse papers, which constitute an 

initial “Literature Review,” which will be a required element of their final paper. These papers lean on the research 

that came from an annotated bibliography of 50 (!) sources, which the students put together over the last two 

weeks. Ultimately, they are working toward a full and complete understanding of the body of knowledge in their 

field of study; they must first synthesize the academic voices already in conversation regarding this topic and then 

join that conversation themselves with the independent research they will be conducting this winter and spring.  

 

Teacher: Ms. Sarah Clayville 

Grade: 11th grade 

Courses Taught: AP Language and Composition, Creative Writing, American Literature 

Educational and Professional Experience: 

I am a Carlisle native and attended Dickinson College to receive both my B.A. in English and my teaching 

certificate. Whenever I can, I attend writing conferences to help with my instruction. I currently advise both the 

National English Honor Society as well as the high school’s online literary magazine, Pandora’s Box.  

What are you currently reading for professional growth or pleasure? 

I am currently re-reading Where The Line Bleeds. Jesmyn Ward’s work brings to light some very important issues, 

and her writing style is top notch. 

What is your favorite book, poem, passage, quote, or author?  

My favorite book is Kate Chopin’s The Awakening. 

What do you enjoy doing outside of your school day?  

I am an avid reader and writer. Outside of class I teach writing workshops and work with both young adult and 

adult authors as both an editor and writing mentor. I am also an editor for several literary journals. Outside of the 

writing world, I am a Harry Potter devotee and enjoy a yearly pilgrimage with my children to Orlando to 
experience the world of a book coming to life at Universal Studios. 

What are your students currently doing in class?  

We are starting our preparation for both the Advanced Placement exam but also the Scholastic Writing 

Competition. Every year I encourage my students to step out of their comfort zones and work in genres that they 
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might not have normally considered. The process covers brainstorming, drafting, peer review, and polishing a 

piece for publication. 

 

Teacher: Ms. Michelle Disbrow 

Grade: 12th grade 

Courses Taught: 12th grade Option I and Option II English 

 

Educational and Professional Experience: 

I attended CHS and continued my education and athletic career at Millersville University.  I co-advise a club called 

Aevidum which is a non-profit organization that empowers youth to shatter the silence surrounding depression, 

suicide, and other issues facing teens.  The word Aevidum means “I’ve got your back.” Aevidum inspires schools 

and communities to adopt cultures of care and advocacy, encouraging all members to have their friends’ backs.  

What are you currently reading for professional growth or pleasure? 

Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 

What is your favorite book, poem, passage, quote, or author?  

“No Act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.”  ~Aesop 

What do you enjoy doing outside of your school day?  

I enjoy spending quality time with my family, cheering my children on at swim meets and lacrosse games, and 

supporting the students here at CHS. 

What are your students currently doing in class?  

We have recently completed the College Application Essay and Sumerian, Egyptian, and Hebrew Literature units.  

We are beginning an ancient Greek tragedy titled Oedipus the King. 

Anything else you’d like to add?  

On a daily basis, I am reminded of just how fantastic our staff and students are here at CHS! 
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AP Courses: National Math and Science Initiative - Saturday Study Sessions 

 

For the 2017-2020 school years, Carlisle High School’s Advanced Placement math, science, and English courses are 

affiliated with the National Math and Science Initiative. NMSI provides AP teachers with specialized training to make 

these courses more rigorous, strives to increase student enrollment in AP courses, and gives students three 4-hour 

Saturday study sessions each year to prepare for the AP exam beyond their regular classroom instruction.  Currently, 

Carlisle High School offers four advanced placement math courses: AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, AP Statistics, and 

AP Computer Science A. We are looking to expand our course offerings next year to also include AP Computer Science 

Principles.  Mr. Bigelow attended training this summer in preparation to teach this course.  He is currently planning 

materials to use for when the course is offered. 

The three AP Math Saturday study sessions dates for the 2018-2019 school year are:  

 November 10th  

 February 9th  

 April 13th   
 

Registration: In order to attend the sessions, AP math students 

must register via the Eventbrite website using the link provided by their AP math course teacher. 

Each study session is from 8 am to 12 noon, but students are permitted to come for only part of the time if they have 

other commitments.  The study session is led by an outside presenter specializing in each content area with the 

students’ AP math course teacher present for support and extra assistance.  Four one-hour topics are presented at 

each session and students engage in rigorous AP-level multiple choice practice, free response question practice, and 

various other tasks such as card matching activities, Kahoot games, or QR code scavenger hunts to prepare for the 

upcoming AP exams.   

The AP exam dates for math courses are as follows:  

 AP Calculus AB and BC – Tuesday May 14th, 7:45 am 

 AP Statistics – Thursday May 16th, 12 noon  

 AP Computer Science – Friday May 17th, 12 noon  
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NMSI Training: Laying the Foundation 

Three math department teachers (Ms. Diesing, Ms. Felknor-Edwards, and Ms. Wadsworth) attended a National Math 

and Science Initiative (NMSI) training this summer.  The training included four modules of the NMSI Laying the 

Foundation Program.  The modules included Bivariate Data, Optimization: Area and Volume Applications, Rate of 

Change: Related Rates, and Analysis of Functions: Curve 

Sketching.  The training covered a variety of content while 

focusing on problem solving, critiquing lessons, and 

exploring the latest in educational technology.  One of the 

goals of NMSI’s Laying the Foundation Program is to train 

teachers to help students be prepared to succeed in 

advanced placement math courses.  These teachers look 

forward to exploring additional NMSI resources and implementing a new approach to some of the content within 

their curriculum.     

 

Math Competition Team 

Does your student love and excel at math?  Are they looking to get involved in a school sponsored club?  Join the 

math competition team! 

Carlisle High School offers a math competition team as a club for students who love 

and excel at math and want to explore selected topics in math that regular instruction 

does not offer.  Students who participate in this club also compete against students 

from other schools, on both an  individual and team level, at solving challenging math 

problems in the quickest time.  Students choosing to be on the math competition team 

must select this during club sign ups and be approved by the club advisor.  Mr. 

Campbell, located in S112, is the club advisor and main facilitator of the competition 

team with Mrs. Greenbaum assisting during club periods and Mrs. Brent setting up 

competition events for the club to attend.  During clubs every two weeks, math 

competition students discuss advanced topics such as number theory, Pascal’s Triangle, and modular arithmetic, 

and work on problem solving skills using mental math as no calculators are allowed at most competitions. 

 

Currently, the math competition team is comprised of Eli Plant, Lillian Sweeney, and Brendan Ahl with additional 

club members, Joe Bourdon and Adam Jackson, helping out as needed. The competition team is currently preparing 
for the 4th Annual Capital Area Math Competition on Tuesday October 23rd at Dickinson College where they will 

compete against over 100 students from 27 schools across southcentral, southeastern, and northeastern PA.  

 

Throughout the school year, the club will attend events at Lehigh University, Bucknell University, Millersville 

University, and HACC.  Each competition is different in regards to how students are judged.  Some competitions are 

only based on individual tests while others are comprised of an individual portion and a team portion.  Awards for 

success at the competition also vary by location.  At some competitions, top achievers earn medals, trophies, or 

books about math, and at other competitions, the university distributes monetary awards to the top winners. 

 

If your student is wild about math, encourage them to check out the math competition team! 
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CENTER FOR CAREERS AND TECHNOLOGY 

Bison Buck 

The CHS student-run Members 1st branch, “Bison Buck”, will be open for business every Monday and Friday from 

10:45 am to 1:00 pm. Students and faculty are encouraged to take advantage of this convenience, located in the 

lobby of the Fowler Building. This is the ninth year that the Center for Careers and Technology has partnered with 

Members 1st Federal Credit Union. Students may access the branch with a pass from the office, lunch proctor, or 

study hall teacher.  

Bison Corner 

Bison Corner is also open for business. Students may purchase spirit wear, as well as many essential school items 

such as pens, pencils, and flash drives. Students participating in Science Fair may purchase their display boards at 

the Bison Corner, which is open during all lunch periods, Monday – Friday. Students can access the school store 

during their lunch periods, or with a pass from their study hall teacher.  

STEM Summit 

Hello everyone! My name is Dr. Parrillo, I am the Director of Careers and Technology. 

I am reaching out to you today about a need we have for volunteers for an event at Carlisle High School on October 

30th and 31st in the Swartz Building.  Junior Achievement (JA) of South Central PA will be here with their STEM 

program and all students in 9th grade will be participating in day long activities involving Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math.   

Volunteers will facilitate 1 of these activities during the day as students rotate through activities.  JA will provide all 

the training the morning of the event and all activities are fun and engaging! Carlisle HS will provide a light 

breakfast and lunch!   

I hope you will please join us as we spend the day empowering and inspiring our students. I hope you will also 

share this opportunity with other friends, neighbors and colleagues who may be interested in helping the students 

of our school! 

To sign up to volunteer please contact stem@jascpa.org or, for more information, please contact Allison Kierce- VP 

of Volunteer Engagement at akierce@jascpa.org 

STEM SUMMIT: 

On October 30th & 31st, the freshmen class will be participating in the STEM Summit event.  This incredible event 
will immerse all freshmen in authentic and applicable Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematical (STEM) 

events.    

Students will be involved with the following sessions: 

mailto:stem@jascpa.org
mailto:akierce@jascpa.org
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 TRADES 

 CHEMISTRY EXPERIMENTS 

 CIVIL ENGINEERING 

 ROBOTICS 

 PHYSICS EXPERIMENT 

 BIOLOGY EXPERIMENT 

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

 MATH COMPETITION  

 RELAY COMPETITION 

 WRAP UP & AWARDS 

 
As you can see, this is a fast-paced, competitive, and fun day for all involved. Additional information will be sent 

home via SchoolMessenger as we get closer to this event.  This is a great opportunity for students to learn about a 
wide variety of STEM related jobs!  

 

WORLD LANGUAGE NEWS 

 

 

 

 

Spanish News 
Students should stay tuned for information regarding Spanish tutoring. 

September 15th-October 15th is National Hispanic Heritage Month.  Students will be learning and celebrating 

throughout the month. 

 
French News 
The following students have been elected to serve as officers for the CHS National French Honor Society: 

President – Nick Bowman 

Vice President – Salko Hrnjic 

Secretary – Meg Tate  

Treasurer – Caroline Tyndall 

Media Manager – Sydney George 
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NFHS members sold crêpes at Jumpstart to kick off the school year!  They will also be selling crêpes at the first 

Coffeehouse event of the year to support various charitable causes. 

 

German News 
The German department sponsored National German week during the first week of October. There were several 

activities going on both inside and outside the classroom. Students had the opportunity to dress up for each of the 

themed days that week, including showing German pride on October 3rd for the Day of German Unity. Students 

earned chances to win a variety of German-themed prizes and even celebrated Oktoberfest on Friday, October 5th 

with their classmates and teachers, Herr Strohl and Frau Schock.  

Frau Schock’s Honors German 4 and AP German classes were visited on Wednesday, October 3rd by a Fulbright 

Scholar from Germany. Frau Schock and Inga Steinbach were matched up as part of an initiative by the American 

Association of Teachers of German to create partnerships between German students and Germans in the United 

States. Inga is studying and 

teaching German classes this 

year at Juniata College. She 

spent time talking to students 

about life in Germany, current 

German slang words, popular 

German music, the Grimm 

Brothers and much more. It was 

an excellent opportunity for the 

upper level German students to 

be exposed to authentic 

German. 

The National German Honor 

Society will be sponsoring a 

variety of activities this year to 

encourage students to get 
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together to speak German. Once a month, students will be able to take part in an ongoing after school tournament 

using a popular board game from Germany, Mensch ärgere dich nicht. At the end of the year, a Mensch Meister will 

be crowned. The NGHS is also sponsoring a once-a-month lunch get-together during 1st lunch in Frau Schock’s 

classroom where students will be encouraged to hang out and chat in German while eating lunch. Dates and times 

for these activities are posted in both German classrooms. 

Finally, the German students will be beginning their annual Advent Calendar fundraiser soon. Be on the lookout for 

this delicious tradition to help count down the days until Christmas. 

 

ART DEPARTMENT 

Art Department Calendar 

There are many exciting opportunities for art students interested in exhibiting their work or participating in 

gallery, museum and art historical lectures. Here are just a few to mark on your calendars. We will try to highlight 

events and student involvement in these events during the year.  

 

2018-2019 Student Calendar of Art   Exhibit Opportunities & Events:  

October 1: Digital works for Scholastics 144 show due.  

November 14: Notify teacher of intent to participate in Scholastic Visual Arts Competition. 

December 5: Digital files of Scholastic art entries and forms due. 

February 1: PAEA Youth A Month (YAM) entries due. 

February 21: Art & forms for CALC Exhibit due. 

March TBD:  PAEA YAM Reception: 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM. 

March 6: Scholastics Award Ceremony. 6:00 PM -7:00 PM. 

March 14:  CALC Exhibit Reception 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM. Exhibit runs from March 14th – April 5th 

April 5: Art Trip to DC.  

April 10: CASD Annual Art Exhibit Reception: 5:30 PM– 7:30 PM. Exhibit Dates: 4/10– 5/1 

      May 9: AP Studio Portfolios due. 

      May 14: AP Art History Exam 12:00 PM 

   Empty Bowls 

March 3: Make Bowls in M42. 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

March 24: Glaze Bowls in M42. 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM.  

Empty Bowls Event: Stay tuned, this event will most likely take place during the district wide art show.  

 
Artistic Expressions Gallery Walk in Harrisburg 
Artistic Expressions features the works of exemplary student artists from secondary schools throughout Central 
Pennsylvania. Coordinated by area art educators, the mission of Artistic Expressions is 
to bring together students from a multitude of different secondary schools with 
aspirations and endeavors in the fine arts within exhibition opportunities, collaborative 
events, and education. During the weekend of September 8th and 9th artwork from 
Carlisle High School was exhibited at the Old City Hall in Harrisburg. The CASD Art 
Department congratulates all of the students who participated in this exciting exhibit.  
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Carlisle High School Participants 

Henry Pluta – Grade 12 

Hannah Aust – Grade 12 

Emma Fisher – Grade 12 

Madison Gould –Grade 12 

Erin Keating – Grade 12 

Lanik Minaya – Grade 12 

Hailey Myers – Grade 12 

Madison VanNuys – Grade 12 

 

 

Scholastic Art & Writing Awards 

Students are encouraged to develop and refine pieces of art to submit to the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards 

program.  A variety of submission categories are available, including architecture and industrial design, ceramics & 

glass, comic art, design, digital design, drawing and illustration, editorial cartoon, fashion, film and animation, 

jewelry, mixed media, painting, photography, printmaking, sculpture, video 

game design, and art portfolios.  For more information on the categories, 

students should visit http://www.artandwriting.org/. If the student would 

like the district to cover the submission fee, students should notify their art 

teachers by Wednesday, November 14th and submissions are due to art 

teachers by Wednesday, December 5. If the student intends to submit on 

his/her own and pay for the fee, submissions are due to the contest by Tuesday, December 19.  Students are 

encouraged to check with their art teacher for other creative opportunities.  

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Our music department is excited to welcome Mr. Otto Kuehrman, orchestra director, to the Swartz building!  Mr. 

Kuehrman comes to us after his recent graduation from The Pennsylvania State University.  Welcome Mr. 

Kuehrman! 

 

BAND 

Our concert and symphonic band students are off to a great start for the year.  We are preparing for our first concert 

– scheduled for Tuesday, November 13 at 7PM in Barr Auditorium.  This fall concert will be performed with the 

orchestra and choirs.  Each group performs a couple short selections and then we perform together at the end of the 

program.  Please join us!  

 

Marching Band students are performing at football games and competitions this fall.  The marching field show is 

entitled “Lost in the Woods” – depicting a girl playing innocently in her front yard, exploring a nearby forest and 

http://www.artandwriting.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiv3Z-ki7jdAhVwZN8KHY-aBMEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/calling-all-creative-teens-2017-scholastic-art--writing-awards-now-open-for-submissions-with-new-scholarship-opportunities-300327945.html&psig=AOvVaw1zU9EFFLCIaMcL99m6Uhvz&ust=1536931803799013
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becoming lost.  The show, its music and visual presentation illustrates a literal and figurative translation of the girl’s 

being lost and then finding her way back home. 

The band will be performing in the following competitions: Saturday, October 6 (Carlisle HS), October 20 (Wilson 

HS), October 27 (Nazareth HS), November 3 (New Oxford), and November 10 (Allentown).  Please refer to the 

Cavalcade of Bands website for actual performance times and ticket price information. 

 

CHOIR 

The high school choirs are off to an excellent start so far this school year. Each group is preparing for the Fall 
Concert on November 13th. 

Students from Chamber Singers are also preparing for District Chorus auditions, which will be held October 27th at 
Central York High School 

Select students from Carlisle High School’s choirs will participate in Cumberland County Chorus Festival, which 
will be held at Boiling Springs High School.  Students from schools across the county will join together on 
November 19th and 20th, with the festival coming to a close with the concert on the 20th at 7 PM in the Boiling 
Springs High School auditorium. 

ORCHESTRA 

The combined Orchestra, Choir, and Band concert is November 13th!  I hope everyone can join us for a night of 

student-prepared music! 

The County Orchestra Festival is November 15th-17th and District Auditions are Saturday, December 1st.  More 

details are to come.  If you are interested, please let Mr. Kuehrmann know! 

 

CHS Mini-THON 

The date for the 6th annual Mini-THON is November 16 from 3 PM to 11 PM.  This is far earlier than last year, so 
please consider making a donation!  All money raised goes to Four Diamonds, which pays medical bills for children 
undergoing pediatric cancer treatment at Penn State Children’s Hospital.  Students who are interested in attending 
can register on the CHS Mini-THON Donor Drive page.  In addition, anyone who would like to make a donation can 
also do so on the Donor Drive page.  Thank you for your support! 

https://fourdiamonds.donordrive.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=2185 

 

 LIFE SKILLS 

The Life Skills class at CHS is participating in the Giant A+ Rewards Program.  The program begins 

October 6 through March 15.  For every Giant Bonus Card that is registered and designates 
“Carlisle High School,” shoppers earn 1 point on most items for every dollar spent.  Giant will 

donate money at the end of the 2018-2019 school year to the Life Skills class based on the number 

of points earned each month.  The money earned at the end of the school year is used to provide 

materials and community-based learning opportunities for the students in the Life Skills program the following year.   

https://fourdiamonds.donordrive.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=2185
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Registrations can be made online at www.giantaplus.com or at any Giant store at this time.  To designate the CHS 

Life Skills class, Bonus Card holders need their Bonus Card number and school ID (#21462).  Points earned toward 

gas and other Giant incentives are not affected by participating in the Giant A+ Rewards Program.  Please take the 

time to register your Giant Bonus Card and designate Carlisle High School.  Tell your family, neighbors and friends, 

as well. 

 

DRIVER’S EDUCATION 

Driver Education or Behind-the-Wheel is an optional program offered at CHS. This program consists of six hours of 
behind-the-wheel instruction. During this six-hour course, students will learn various essential 
skills required to operate a vehicle safely.  In addition, most insurance companies offer a discount 
on car insurance to students completing this program.   

Students must be sixteen and have a valid permit in order to sign-up. Interested sophomores may 
sign up in S130, and juniors/seniors may sign up in the McGowan office. Students may sign up to 

drive during study hall or before/after school. The cost to drive for six hours during study hall is only $100.00. 
The cost to drive before/after school is $350.00.  If you have any questions please contact Justin Kretzing at 
kretzinj@carlisleschool.org or    717-386-6051. 

 

COUNSELING CENTER NEWS 

 

There are two counseling centers at Carlisle High School in order to allow counselors to be accessible and 

best serve student needs.  The Swartz Counseling Center secretary is Mrs. Betsy Richwine and she can be reached 

at 240-6800 ext. 27820.  The McGowan Counseling Center secretaries are Mrs. Linda Fitzpatrick (240-6800 ext. 

26815) and Mrs. Laurie Echevarria (240-6800 ext.26805).   Your student’s counselor is assigned based on grade 

level and last name.  Please refer to the chart below for your student’s counselor’s contact information. 

Last Name Counselor Counselor Contact Information 

A –  Go Barry Adams adamsa@carlisleschools.org     240-6800  ext. 27826 

Gr – Pl Ginger Rotz rotzg@carlisleschools.org          240-6800  ext.27127 

Po – Z Andrew Rice ricea@carlisleschools.org           240-6800  ext. 27806 

   

A – F Barry Adams adamsa@carlisleschools.org     240-6800  ext. 27826 

G – M Ginger Rotz rotzg@carlisleschools.org          240-6800  ext. 27127 

N – Z Andrew Rice ricea@carlisleschools.org           240-6800  ext. 27806 

   

A – Ha Emily McDonald mcdonalde@carlisleschools.org  240-6800 ext.26816 

He – Pa Amy Knapp knappa@carlisleschools.org        240-6800 ext.26825 

Pe – Z Johanna Jones jonesj@carlisleschools.org          240-6800  ext.26806 

http://www.giantaplus.com/
mailto:kretzinj@carlisleschool.org
mailto:adamsa@carlisleschools.org
mailto:rotzg@carlisleschools.org
mailto:ricea@carlisleschools.org
mailto:adamsa@carlisleschools.org
mailto:rotzg@carlisleschools.org
mailto:ricea@carlisleschools.org
mailto:mcdonalde@carlisleschools.org
mailto:knappa@carlisleschools.org
mailto:jonesj@carlisleschools.org
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PSATs 

The PSATS are a practice version of the SAT college entrance exam.  This exam is an excellent way to prepare for 

future testing.  Carlisle High School will cover the cost for all 10th grade students to take the PSAT.  Students in 11th 

grade may also choose to sign-up for the PSAT and there will be no cost to those students this year.  The PSAT is 

not recommended for students in 9th grade, but they may elect to register for the test at a cost of $20.   11th grade 

students will register in the McGowan Counseling Center until October 1st.  

The PSAT is only offered one time per year and the test date this year is Wednesday, October 10th.  

 

Financial Aid Night 

There are many details to the college financial aid process.  If you have a college bound student (11th or 12th), 

please plan to attend our Financial Aid Night on October 2nd at 7:00pm in the McGowan Auditorium.  Students and 

parents are encouraged to attend. 

 

Sign Up for College Representative Visits 

 There are dozens of college representatives who are scheduled to visit CHS this fall.  Please encourage your 

student to sign up on Naviance or in the McGowan Counseling Center to meet with a representative.  These visits 

are excellent opportunities for students to explore collegiate options without leaving Carlisle and to demonstrate 

interest to institutions. 

 

SAT and ACT tests  

 College bound students should develop a testing calendar.  Information about the SAT and ACT exams will be 

explained during classroom guidance lessons and reviewed during individual student interviews.  For more 

information and test dates please visit: www.collegeboard.org and www.actstudent.org.  These are the websites 

you use to register for the exams.  If your family qualifies for free or reduced lunch, please have your student see 

his/her counselor for an exam registration fee waiver.  Students may use a fee waiver twice. 

 

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

IMPORTANT REMINDER!  SCHOOL ATTENDANCE EXCUSE FORM(S) 

 

Pursuant to PA School Code 24 P.S. 13-1327, all absences are considered as UNEXCUSED until the District receives 

a written statement explaining the reason for an absence.  Parents/guardians may obtain "Excuse for Absence" 

forms at individual buildings or district website via ("Parents" Subpage) - http://www.carlisleschools.org/ .   

A written excuse may be submitted as follows:  

                1. Written note signed by a parent/guardian delivered to building attendance secretary  

                2. Fax signed by a parent/guardian or medical excuse to building attendance secretary  

                3. Take picture of signed written excuse w/ Smartphone and email/scan directly to attendance          

secretary. 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.carlisleschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=95563&pageId=1212255
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Your anticipated cooperation is appreciated to ensure that your child attends school each day and that a required 

written excuse is submitted “immediately” following any day of absence. 

 

Attendance Office/Secretary Contacts:       (717) 240-6800 

Bellaire Elementary Fax # 241-3268 Extension # 12805 shoemakert@carlisleschools.org 

Crestview Elementary Fax # 241-3262 Extension # 22805 romanm@carlisleschools.org 

Carlisle High School Fax # 240-6888 Extension # 26827 roperd@carlisleschools.org 

Hamilton Elementary Fax # 241-3263 Extension # 14805 fischbachh@carlisleschools.org 

Lamberton Middle School Fax # 241-3261 Extension # 15815 shopea@carlisleschools.org 

Letort Elementary Fax # 241-3264 Extension # 25805 warrrena@carlisleschools.org 

Mooreland Elementary Fax # 241-3265 Extension # 36805 bohnv@carlisleschools.org  

Mt. Holly Springs Elem Fax # 241-3266 Extension # 46805 redmondk@carlisleschools.org 

North Dickinson Elem Fax # 241-3267 Extension # 56805 georgep@carlisleschools.org 

Wilson Middle School Fax # 241-3269 Extension # 19815 lilleyk@carlisleschools.org 

 

FROM THE NURSES  

Junior Physicals: A reminder to all 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students and parents: 

PA School Code requires all 11th grade students to have a physical exam; however, this exam may be 

done anytime in 10th or 11th grade.   A copy of a physical exam done for other reasons (sports, driver’s 

permit, work permit, etc.) is also acceptable. FYI: Students who had a school sports physical do not need 

to submit another form to the nurse.  

There also will be school physicals next spring for juniors only-please inform the nurse if you want your student to 

have one. 

 Please Note:  Students may not participate in graduation ceremonies without meeting this requirement!  Please take 

care of this promptly! Height, weight, and vision screenings have now been done for most students.  BMI letters will 

be sent home later this year.   Juniors will also have hearing screenings in the near future.   

The new PA immunization laws are now in effect.  If your child requires a vaccination you will be notified by a 

member of our nursing staff. 

REMINDERS: 

-It is not too early to have your child get his/her seasonal flu shot!  

-Students frequently request allergy/cold medicines.  While we do not have these here, parents are welcome to send 

over the counter meds in for their students to keep in the nurse’s office for when needed.  Please label with the 

student’s name and send in a note of permission to give it. 

- Nurse’s Offices are No Phone Zones! If students are ill, they may rest quietly with no distractions. 

mailto:tshoemaker@carlisleschools.org
mailto:romanm@carlisleschools.org
mailto:droper@carlisleschools.org
mailto:fischbachh@carlisleschools.org
mailto:shopea@carlisleschools.org
mailto:warrrena@carlisleschools.org
mailto:bohnv@carlisleschools.org
mailto:redmondk@carlisleschools.org
mailto:georgep@carlisleschools.org
mailto:fischbachh@carlisleschools.org
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-Parents, please discourage your students from texting or calling you to pick them up as this can be confusing-if they 

are ill, they should first go to the nurse and she will then call his/her parent if needed. 

Please feel free to contact your school nurse anytime with any questions, concerns, or updates on your child’s health. 

Diane Lello, RN (11th/12th grades-McGowan Bldg) 240-6800-ext. 26801; Kim Spangler, RN (9th/10th grades-

Swartz Bldg) 240-6800 ext 27801. 

THE COFFEEHOUSE 

 The first CHS Coffeehouse of the year—The First Cup—was held under the stars in the Fowler Courtyard on 
Saturday, September 29.  Talented student musicians, singers, songwriters, and poets were joined by a wonderful 
audience to create a terrific first event of the 2018-2019 school year.  Thanks to the event’s headliner The Flat 
Wheels, an up-and-coming local band, to the French National Honor Society and the LEAF Project for selling 
delicious snacks and coffee, to Denim Coffee for providing the coffee beans, and to the Coffeehouse officers, the 
members of the Page to Stage class, and Dominick DeLorenzo, Sean Jones, Liam Crider, Jake Coburn, Mr. Jimmy 
Wilkinson, Mr. Grayson Rech, and Mrs. Sue Biondo-Hench for organizing and running this event. The next round of 
auditions will be held in December.  Plan to join us for a second cup of CHS Coffeehouse—The Refill—on Friday, 
January 11 (snow date:  Saturday, January 12). 
 
The Coffeehouse Program is also pleased to announce an extra event this year!  In honor of the Coffeehouse’s 10th 
anniversary, we are hosting the first-ever alumni event:  Classic Roast!  Join us on Saturday, December 29 (snow 
date:  Saturday, December 30), as some of our CHS graduates and coffeehouse alumni play for us once again, 
reminding us of many years of great music and growth.  Stay tuned  for more details. 
 

 

SHAKESPEARE TROUPE AND SHAKESPEARE PAGE TO STAGE 

The Carlisle High School Shakespeare Troupe is energetically preparing for its annual Student-Directed Shakespeare 

Festival!  Enthusiastic freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors have formed twelve mini-troupes, and each 

troupe is rehearsing a scene from one of Shakespeare’s plays.  Please join us on Thursday, 

November 29, to see what happens when student leadership, student creativity, and student talent 

meet some of Shakespeare’s most famous comedies, tragedies, histories, and romances.  The magic 

begins at 7:00 p.m. in the Swartz Auditorium.  Admission is free, and refreshments will be served. 

 

ORACLE 

Celebrate the Silver Linings of the year with a 2019 Oracle yearbook! 

The Oracle yearbook staff would like to remind everyone to order the 2018-2019 yearbook. This year’s theme is 

Silver Linings, where we will explore all of the ways we have learned and grown as a school and as a community 

over the course of the school year. 

We strongly believe your student is going to want to permanently preserve their memories of the 2018-19 school 

year with this beautiful, full-color, 184-page book that is being created by our award-winning staff.  Yearbooks are 

a permanent way for your student to remember special events, candid moments, sports records, academic awards 

and many other important events. As much fun as it is to stay in touch through social media outlets like Twitter and 

Facebook, those memories are very fleeting. Your child will treasure their yearbooks as a lasting and permanent 

memory of this year.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=theater+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=A48DE12F7254ECE55F49C448B5D014DA9C11B1C1&selectedIndex=58&ccid=/811LmQ6&simid=608054464199526381&thid=OIP.Mffcd752e643ae192e6f4d536c346a1a2o0
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Parents can purchase a number of special add-on items, including our spring supplement that features spring 

sports teams and special events like prom and the Shakespeare spring production.  You can also order the ever 

popular Yearzine supplement that illustrates and reviews national and international events that were popular 

throughout the year, such as books, movies, music and much more. Other add-ons include a plastic cover to protect 

the book while passing it around for signing, a brass name plate that can include an icon (APP like logo), an 

autograph supplement, a keepsake sleeve and ribbon bookmark. Details about each item are on the Balfour 

website, www.balfour.com.    

Parents of seniors and community businesses are invited to purchase ads/tributes in our yearbook (various sizes 

available). Purchasing an ad supports the yearbook and helps us make a limited number of books available at a 

lower price for seniors that can't afford the full price. It also is a way to guarantee that a treasured picture of your 

student gets published.  

Purchasing ads can also benefit a business, especially those that our students support. Unlike newspapers and 

magazines, ads in the yearbook are preserved for many years. Large ads with interesting and personal images will 

be seen by many families and enjoyed for years! Because of the generous support of the Carlisle community, we 

have actually managed to lower the cost of our ads, the first in nine years! 

All ads/tributes may be purchased through the Oracle staff. To request a senior tribute, please complete our online 

form (businesses, please use this form instead.) You can also email us (chsoracle1819@gmail.com) or call 717 • 

240 • 6800 • extension • 26036 to discuss purchasing an ad and get additional information on our ad policy, terms 

& rates. We will be happy to email you a PDF file with full details about our ads. Our staff is also glad to work with 

you and design an original ad or publish ads provided by you or your company. Information about ads has been 

attached to this newsletter. 

The 2019 Oracle is just $75.00 (including tax).  To guarantee a copy of the 2019 Oracle, place your payment by 

January 15, 2019. All orders must be placed through the Balfour internet or phone service. A limited 

number of yearbooks may be available for cash purchase at the price of $85.00 in May. Save money and order your 

yearbook through Balfour today.  

Feel free to check out Oracle’s latest news on Twitter: @CHS_Oracle and on Facebook and Instagram: CHSOracle. 

 

 

http://www.balfour.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSez4R8S-HgDcDfo62VOVQWfjGoHgS27vHVU92yqsdhg8yUGww/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://goo.gl/forms/Xdx33aH8obekUL9v2
mailto:chsoracle1819@gmail.com
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WINTER SPORTS PHYSICAL EXAM DATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thursday, November 1, 2018 

3:00 – until finished Gene Evans Gym 
          

     3:30 – 4:00 PM 
 Girls Basketball Grades 9 – 12 

 
4:00 – 4:30 PM 

 Girls Swimming Grades 9 – 12 
          

     4:30 – 5:00 PM 
 Cheerleading Grades 7 – 12 

           
    5:00 – 5:30 PM 

     Girls Indoor Track Grades 9 -12 
                   

5:30 PM until finished 

   Boys Makeup (by appointment)  

 

 

Tuesday, October 16, 2018 
3:00 – until finished Gene Evans Gym 

 

4:00 – 4:30 PM 
 Wrestling – Grades 9 -12  

 
4:30 – 5:00 PM 

 Boys Basketball – Grades 9 -12  
 

5: 00 – 5:30 PM 
 Boys Swimming – Grades 9 –12  
 Boys Indoor Track – Grades 9 - 12 

 
5:30 PM until finished 

 Girls Makeup (by appointment)        
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 Carlisle Area School District Equity Statement 

The Carlisle Area School District is an equal opportunity education institution and will not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, creed, religion, gender, gender-identity, sexual 

orientation, ancestry, national origin, marital status, pregnancy, disability or any other status 

protected by law in its activities, programs, or employment practices as required by Title VI, Title IX 

and Section 504. 

No person shall on the grounds of race, color, age, creed, religion, gender, gender-identity, sexual 

orientation, ancestry, national origin, marital status, pregnancy, disability or any other status 

protected by law be excluded from participation in or be subjected to discrimination in any 

program or activity funded in whole or in part by federal funds. Discrimination on the basis of sex 

or religion is also prohibited in some federal programs. 

For information regarding civil rights or grievances procedures, services, activities and facilities 

that are assessable to and usable by handicapped persons, contact: 

 

Mrs. Colleen M. Friend 

Title IX Coordinator 

Section 504 Coordinator 

540 West North Street 

Carlisle, PA 17013 

717-240-6800 


